Please use the links to access the following documentation which will be posted to all T&G Section of Unite the Union Offshore Branch Shop Stewards  29th of May 2009 and e-mailed to all Offshore Branch Shop Stewards who have provided e-mail addresses. 
If any Shop Steward does not received this information please contact the T&G section of Unite district office in Aberdeen 01224 645271 with your correct contact details to allow us to update our records.
29th May 2009

To All T&G section of Unite the Union Shop Stewards.
Dear Shop Steward

Please find enclosed the following information which has already been e-mailed to you provided you have given us a current e-mail address, and it has also been placed on the Branch website: 
  Copy of an emergency motion on the Miller Helicopter tragedy which was unanimously passed at these years STUC in Perth. This motion was proposed by Unite but received full support from our fellow offshore unions. As a result of this motion and pressure from the offshore Trade Unions we can confirm that John Taylor Unite, Jake Molloy RMT and David Reynald BALPA have been added to the helicopter task force group. 
o   Further information can be accessed from the links on the news page of our Branch website. (please use links above)
o   We have received some feedback from individual members about some concerns they have had with travelling offshore by helicopter. If have any member who have had similar concerns please relay these to this office, along with details of how or if these concerns were addressed by the employer. This information will be treated in confidence if the member desires.  
  Copy of COTA Minutes 10.3.09 and 7.4.09 
  Copy of the paid leave application form for the current reference period, please encourage as many members as possible who have not already submitted an application to do so without delay. 
WTD – Offshore Paid Leave
Unite have now lodged their appeal to the Court of Session and this has been served on the respondents, who have now also lodged their response.  
The case will now go before the court for a decision on further procedures, at that stage we will consider whether a request for a referral to the European Court of Justice should be made. 
We will keep all members informed of any update which will hopefully be within the next month.
 -----------
Can you please pass on the above information to members on your unit and also any unit where you are aware there is not yet a Shop Steward present. 
If any Offshore Branch Member on your unit has not received recent correspondence the last general mail shot went out 19.3.09 please ask them to contact the Aberdeen office as a matter of urgency to allow us to update their contact details.
The next  Offshore Branch / Shop Stewards Meeting which will be held at the T&G office 42-44 King Street Aberdeen commencing at 11:00 hrs, on Friday the 5th of June please encourage as many members to come along as possible as they will be made most welcome.

If any Shop Steward cannot make this meeting please contact to office to confirm this for the minutes and at the same time pass on any issues you wish to have discussed in your absence.

Should any  Shop Steward feel that they are prevented from attending T&G section of Unite Offshore Branch / Shop Stewards meetings due to the cost of travel they should write to the Branch via the Aberdeen office with relevant details so that their circumstances can be considered.

As discussed at previous Branch Meetings, should any Shop Steward or Member be able to ensure sufficient numbers, the Offshore Branch will consider holding extra Branch meetings in other geographical locations of the UK. Please be aware that numbers must justify the expense of the Branch Officials attending these meetings. 
In the meantime for the latest information affecting Offshore Members please keep checking the news page on Offshore Branch’s website at www.tgwuoffshore.org.uk  
Thank you for your continued support in fighting for our Members rights.
Yours Fraternally 
T&G section of Unite the Union – Offshore Branch
2

